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By Kristina Rinderspacher, Children’s Ministry Director

Growing up in the 1980’s, I remember many summer  
days riding my bike a mile from home to the local drugstore 
to buy candy bars and soda. I had no cell phone to check  
in with my parents. I felt safe and my parents did too.  
Wow. How times have changed, haven’t they? As I talk  
with other parents, I hear statements like these:

“Every daycare we toured … has a high level of  
security …. That became a comfort and a non-negotiable  
for us.”  — Erin F.

“Safety. I worry about how my babies are doing,  
how they’re feeling.”  — Bridgette W.

Many young parents of today were teens at the time  
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. They grew up seeing heart-
wrenching TV news images of the Columbine or Newtown 
school shooting. And more recently, we saw the Sutherland 
Springs, Texas shooting at a church, which is meant to be  
a safe-haven. Safety and security is a top priority. 

Pathfinder is blessed with caring, 
compassionate Nursery staff and 
volunteers, but our building limits our 
ability to meet parents’ expectations.  
Centralizing children’s programming  
to the Education Wing will enable  
us to significantly improve security, 
without limiting adults’ ability to  
freely use the rest of the building. 

Our church has a long heritage 
of ministering to and partnering with families who choose 
Pathfinder as their church home. Whether we have young 
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, or no children, 
we all value safety and security for precious little ones.  
Help us by supporting this project financially as we continue 
“Growing with God.”

Keeping our Children Safe

Kristina with her family,  
(l to r) Frank, Logan, Sofi  
& Lukas

Besides Main Floor updates, the capital 
campaign would fund these improvements 
supporting our care of and ministry to children: 

EDUCATION WING
•	 Lockdown-capable	doors	at	all	exterior	

entrances	to	protect	all	who	come	to	Pathfinder
•	 Security	doors	for	all	access	points	to	Education	 

Wing	and	classrooms	(both	levels)

UPPER	LEVEL	
•	 Nursery	relocated	across	the	weekday	 

Preschool,	a	closer	proximity	to	the	Sanctuary
•	 Barrier-free	access	ramp	to	the	new	Children’s	

reception area 
•	 Check-in	station	at	the	secured	area	where	 

only	children,	staff	and	volunteers	are	allowed
•	 Live	video	feed	inside	the	Nursery,	so	staff	 

and	volunteers	can	follow	the	Worship	service

LOWER	LEVEL	
•	 Before/after	school	and	summer	programs	

(Pathfinder	Kids)	relocated	to	the	Education	 
Wing

•	 Security	doors	locked	while	children	present,	 
but	open	during	evenings/weekends

•	 Emergency	exit	and	restroom	added	to	this	 
floor	to	meet	childcare	licensing	codes

 
 

Our	church	was	the  
FIRST DAYCARE CENTER  
in	Portage	starting	in	the	1960s.
As men were called to war, more  
mothers started working outside  
the home. To support these women,  
our church opened a daycare.



GATHERING EVENTS
DATE TIME HOST LOCATION

8-Feb 6:30 p.m. PILOT - Ron/Connie Stoll church (Asbury Lounge)

12-Feb 10:30 a.m. Elaine TenBrink Wyndham (library-3rd floor)

13-Feb 6:30 p.m. Martha Circle (Nancy Slade) church (Asbury Lounge)

14-Feb 2:00 p.m. Frank & Jan Lehrke church (library)

14-Feb 6:30 p.m. Jerry & Sue Wright 9546 Oakview, Portage

16-Feb 6:30 p.m. Frank & Kristina Rinderspacher 11809 Prairie Edge, Schoolcraft

17-Feb 9:30 a.m. Jim & Lisa Sumner church (Asbury Lounge)

18-Feb 9:15 a.m. MT Fletter & Kathy Davies church (Upper Level - Wesley)

20-Feb 1:30 p.m. Sarah Circle (Judy Esman) church (Asbury Lounge)

20-Feb 6:00 p.m. Mom’s Group (Kristina) church (Asbury Lounge)

24-Feb 4:00 p.m. Kayla Abel & Erin Lehman church (Asbury Lounge)

25-Feb 10:30 a.m. Bum-Ki Cho church (library)

4-Mar 10:30 a.m. Steve Piorkowski church (Basement B16)

8-Mar 6:30 p.m. Bum-Ki & Kim Cho 8425 Tumbleweed St., Portage

SUNDAY, JAN. 28  
Kid’s Fundraiser  
(Dry soup & bread mixes)  
Serve for Super Bowl Sunday!

SUNDAY, FEB. 4  
Campaign	Kick-Off 
Sign-up for a Gathering Event. 
(See below.)

TUESDAY, MARCH 6 
Building	a	Legacy	Workshop* 
Ron Stoll & Jeff Susor presenting 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.; lunch included 
Please note if childcare is needed

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 
Commitment	Sunday 
Bring your completed  
commitment cards to church!  
Normal service times

DATES
ON THE HORIZON

This is a big project, 
with likely various 
questions. Meet with 
two team members and 
other church family to 
discuss the building plan. 
Not a sales pitch; just 
relaxed conversation and 
questions/answers. 

Choose your preferred date/time/location,  
then sign-up on-line starting Jan. 28.
www.tinyurl.com/yb3eyopp

BUILDING  
A LEGACY*
Workshop  
for financial  
stewardship,  
planning for and  
in retirement, aligning 
resources with your 
values. Streamed and 
recorded for those  
unable to attend.

What is a 
GATHERING  
EVENT?

https://tinyurl.com/yb3eyopp


What pushes any of us to grow? 
Birds don’t figure out how to use their 
wings until they are pushed out of the 
nest. What pushes any of us to leave 

the security of the nest?
Taking the training wheels off the bicycle?
An approaching final exam in a class?
Saying the words, “I do”?
Hearing the words, “We’re pregnant!”?
As we grow, we realize we are best defined 

by the moments that push us, call us to step 
up, and challenge us to surpass our perceived 
limits. This is true for us individually and in our 
relationships, when we work together for a 
common goal.

While in the early planning stages, the 
campaign team spent time in prayer to discern  
a theme depicting our desired experiences  
and outcome. “Growing with God” said it best.  
It describes our life and work together as a 
church body.

As members of the Pathfinder family, we 
share a sacred vow to help each other grow 
strong and healthy in our relationship with God. 
By God’s design, each of us grows best when 
we work together. As Christ modeled, it allows 
moments for us as individuals to extend grace 
to one another’s flaws, while valuing each of our 
unique spiritual gifts. We exist to love, nurture 
and teach each other.

Commitment 
Sunday

March	11,	2018 
8:45 & 10:30 a.m.

Join us to 
celebrate our 
Growing with 

God capital 
campaign. 

Bring your 3-year 
commitment card. 
If you are unable to 
attend, please mail  
or bring your card  

to the church office 
before March 11.

What pushes you to grow?
By	Ron	Hansen,	Associate	Pastor

Our “Growing with God” campaign provides opportunities 
for us indi vidually and our faith family to do more than we 
thought possible. This campaign is an important moment in our 
life journey to use His resources to do God’s work together.

The goal is significant. It will test us and push us out of a 
comfort zone, but it is an opportunity we don’t want to miss.  
I firmly believe taking steps of faith together will mark a season 
when we will see God show up in a big way. And our faith will 
be stronger for our shared obedience.

I invite you to keep “Growing with God.” It is the heartbeat  
of the Pathfinder family. Pray for discernment as you determine 
how to support this financially. Resist the temptation to remain 
comfortable in the nest. You were born to fly!

Time spent hanging out in the comfort of the  
nest stunts our ability to grow. We need the test  
of the wind and the sky, so we can learn to fly.

Campaign	goals: 100% response  •  $1 million commitment over 3 years (2018–2021)



8740 S. Westnedge Ave., Portage, MI 49002
www.pathfinderchurch.com (269) 327-6761

To reduce confusion, we are now using the term  
“Capital Campaign” instead of “Building Campaign.”

How is the Building Fund used?
As with any home, our 60-year-old church home 
requires ongoing care. Our Trustees lovingly manage 
the church building, grounds and parsonage using 
the budgets described below. These budgets are 
approved by Church Council each year, along  
with all other committee budgets.
Operating	budget: property and building insurance, 
utilities, maintenance/repairs and supplies
Building	Fund: modest capital projects, i.e. lighting 
upgrades, roof, new windows, pew covers

Why not fund this project from the  
regular Building Fund?
Building upgrades in the Strategic Building Plan 
require funding levels well beyond what is received 
in annual giving. Quite simply without incremental 
Capital Campaign funds, we can’t afford to proceed 
with the project without taking on long-term debt or 
waiting in hopes annual giving increases significantly. 
Financial gifts designated as “Capital Campaign”  
will be solely directed to this building project. 

The project estimate of $1.2 million is  
a lot of money. Why not do this project  
in smaller phases?
This design addresses all major structural elements  
in one comprehensive plan. Consolidation into a 
single plan provides cost efficiencies and eliminates 
the need for multiple fundraising every few years. 

What about other areas of the Strategic 
Building Plan? 
Areas excluded from this plan do not require costly 
structural upgrades (i.e. Kitchen, Fellowship Hall, 
Youth Rooms and Basement Restrooms). As such, 
upgrading these areas can be funded over time 
through regular offering.

 
 

Our	insurance	company	has	
valued	our	Pathfinder	Church 
facility	at	$7.6	million.	
At $1.2 million, this building  
project represents less than  
15% of the insured value.

What is the difference… 
…between the Building Fund on the offering 
envelope and the Building Campaign?

By	Jim	Sumner,	Finance	Chair	&	Susan	Stoffer,	Campaign	Chair

Send your Capital Campaign  
questions or comments to:  
pathfindergwg@gmail.com


