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Surely the presence of the Lord  
is in this place  By Jim Sumner, Finance Chair  

The Growing with God campaign has been, and continues to be, 
a unique experience within the life of our church. Yes, the campaign is 
about raising money to revitalize our church home so that we can attract 
and keep a new generation of Pathfinder families. Yes, now and again 
capital projects are needed to support our efforts to continue God’s work 
in our community. However, to me, this campaign has always been about 
more than money, bricks and mortar. It has been, and continues to be, a 
chance for each of us to see the blessings which God has so graciously 
provided to each of us and to use these blessings toward His purpose.

Throughout this campaign, I have seen 
people use time, talents and treasures  
that God provided to strengthen our  
church family. I personally have gotten  
to know people better and have witnessed 
what I believe to be sacrificial giving of 
God’s treasures.

I believe people have been touched by 
this campaign and the Lenten sermon series 
based on the Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn. Do you have  
a testimony to share because you experienced God’s blessings as  
you stepped out in faith with your commitment or because you felt  
the Lord’s presence? If so, please let Brother Don or Pastor Ron know,  
so your story can be shared and serve as an inspiration to all of us  
as we continue Growing with God.

Thank you to all
By Susan Stoffer, Campaign Chair

As of mid-April, we had received $837,000 
in commitments and upfront gifts.  
Of the 154 households responding,  

90% made a financial commitment. It’s been 
my great JOY to see such a large portion  
of our church involved and creating new 
friendships, while serving as ONE body. 
Hallelujah! To each person/family who 
volunteered, prayed or made a financial 
commitment of any size, I thank you. 

 THANK YOU to the Building Team  
who worked tirelessly with the architect to 
develop such a creative and integrated design. 
I appreciate the leadership of the Campaign 
Team who handled so many details I can’t 
begin to list. As for intergenerational ministry? 
Our youngest members teamed up with  
adults to pray, make and sell soup mixes,  
and write thank you notes. I’m grateful to  
each person who participated on a focus 
group, hosted a Gathering Event, planned 
foods for events, prayed continually, wrote 
notes of encouragement, composed our  
prayer song, reached out to others by phone, 
wrote articles to keep people informed, led  
us in worship, taught us Biblical principles  
of giving or supported the campaign in any 
other way. 

I invite you to continue praying for our Path-
finder family. Ask God for wisdom, patience 
and understanding as we work together as 
ONE body and continue Growing with God.

April 22  
10:30 & Noon   
Final Q&A sessions  
before the vote

April 29 
10:30 a.m. ............ONE combined service 
AFTER SERVICE ....Go/No-Go vote 
AFTER VOTE .........Campaign Celebration Potluck

L to R: Laura, Jim, Lisa and 
Elizabeth Sumner

SAVE 
THESE 
DATES



In March, we were informed by regulatory 
agencies of two unexpected changes to our 
building plan. These are non-negotiable.

1. Fire Suppression/ 
Overhead Sprinkler System 
Add to the entire church, including  
the Sanctuary (this requirement is not 
limited to the planned remodel area)

2. Modification and/or Rebuild Elevator Shaft 
This is in addition to the previously planned  
mechanical and aesthetic upgrades

We believe these required changes will enable us 
to obtain a Childcare licensing waiver(s), and to 
eliminate plans for the Lower Level emergency 
egress door and barrier-free ramp to the Upper  
Level Education Wing. Despite these cost offsets, 
we anticipate a modest incremental cost.

CONSTRUCTION “PAUSE”
Like any home remodel, this project will be a 
disruptive process in the life of our church family. 
Recognizing church activities and attendance are 
higher during the holiday/winter season, a “pause” 
in construction has been added. From a financial 
standpoint, the “pause” will also allow more time 
for cash flow of commitments to better align with 
construction payments. Early in 2019, construction 
will resume and will continue until the Main Floor 
revitalization is complete.

 
CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE
After discussing the required modifications 
and construction timeline, our Church Council 
unanimously approved plans to proceed with a 
church-wide Go/No-Go vote on April 29. This  
final vote is required to determine whether to 
proceed with the Building Plan. Final Q&A sessions 
will occur April 22 after each worship service.

SAME building plan, 
SAME order, plus 
construction PAUSE

 
2018 June-Oct. Education Wing,  
 elevator, new  
 Wesley Room,  
 fire suppression

2018 holiday/ Construction 
winter season “pause”

2019 Q1-Q3 Main Floor  
 revitalization

2019 Fall Celebrate completion!  
 Open House for  
 the community

CONSTRUCTION TIMING

DETAIL TEAMS
As part of the process to fine-tune the building plan, 
the architect has been meeting with small “detail 
teams” for more input. For example, the Interior 
Design team evaluated floor covering options, while 
the Kitchenette team reviewed appliance options. 
To ensure continuity and fresh thinking, each team 
has two Building Team members, plus several 
stakeholders who are not on the Building Team. 
“Detail teams” are listed here:

Interior Design
Security/Safety
Audio/Visual
Engineering
Children’s Ministry
Preschool
Before/After School Program
Kitchenette
Healing Prayer Ministry
Sit ‘n Stitch
Office Design



CASH OR CHECK
• Use Growing with God envelope found in the pews
• Write your name and the amount outside the envelope
• If using regular offering envelope, clearly indicate  

the amount intended for the “Capital Campaign”
• Check: Write “Capital Campaign” on the memo line 

ON-LINE - EASY & SECURE OPTION
• See www.pathfinderchurch.com/giving and click “Donate” 
• See the 2nd section “Growing with God – Capital Campaign”  

and enter the donation amount
• For recurring donations, select weekly or monthly and set a start date
• Credit card: Pathfinder incurs a 3% transaction fee for credit cards;  

so please add 3% to offset this fee

NON-CASH GIFTS
• Stock: To transfer stock to Pathfinder, follow the instructions on the form at  

www.pathfinderchurch.com > Growing with God > Support > last bullet click “form”
— Send one copy of the completed form to your broker
— Send one copy of the form to the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan 

• Real estate, cars, or other non-cash gifts: Work with the Trustees Committee  
to determine acceptability and valuation

IRA DISTRIBUTIONS
If you are 70 ½ or older, you can make a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA directly  
to Pathfinder to fulfill your annual required minimum distribution (RMD). Benefit: These gifts  
are not considered income to the donor and are exempt from both state and federal tax.

Giving statements will be emailed on a quarterly basis to allow for you to more easily track  
both regular offering and Capital Campaign giving.

For questions, see  
www.pathfinderchurch.com/giving  
or contact the church office.

Please maintain your normal offering level, as you support this Campaign. Just like  
a home remodel project, payments for normal church operations still need to be paid  
(i.e. salaries, property insurance, electricity, etc.).

 

3-Year Commitment  
PAYMENT OPTIONS

You can’t take it with you -  
but you can send it on ahead! 

—The Treasure Principle, by Randy Alcorn

70% U.S families  
give to a church or  
other charity annually, 
but only 4% make a 
provision to support 
these same causes  
at their death. 

 
 

Campaign commitments may be paid over three years (May 2018 – April 2021)  
using these options. See www.pathfinderchurch.com > Growing with God > Support.



Is it too late to submit  
a 3-year commitment card?
No. We absolutely welcome your financial support.  
You can obtain a commitment card by contacting  
the church office. 

What if I need to, or want to,  
change my commitment?
To fully fund this project, we are counting on  
each commitment. Accurate information regarding  
commitments helps us to plan and execute  
this project. Please contact the church office  
with any changes to your commitment.

I missed the “Building a Legacy” workshop.  
Was it recorded?
Yes. You may view the video on Facebook  
(search “Building a Legacy Workshop, March 6”)  
or the website www.pathfinderchurch.com 
(http://www.pathfinderchurch.com/Growing with God/ 
Building a Legacy).
New tax law implications and practical tips provided.

How can I designate Pathfinder UMC  
in estate planning?
If you have an IRA, the easiest method is to simply  
add Pathfinder UMC to your list of beneficiaries.  
This can be done on-line, or by contacting your  
IRA administrator.

Q&A

8740 S. Westnedge Ave., Portage, MI 49002
www.pathfinderchurch.com (269) 327-6761

GOALS:
100% response
$1 million over 3 years

RESULTS:
81% (154/190 households)
$837,000

Of the 154 cards received, 90% were able to make 
a financial commitment. The entire church family 
responded with overwhelming generosity.

It’s important to hear from everyone — even if you’re 
not able to make a financial gift. So if you haven’t 
submitted your commitment card, please do so this 
week. That will help us make informed decisions for 
the April 29 churchwide Go/No-Go vote.

CAMPAIGN RESULTS


