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“You must each decide in your heart how 
much to give. And don’t give reluctantly 

or in response to pressure. For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

— 2 Corinthians 9:7

Growing with God  
Prayer Song 

Lord this is Your temple.
We do this for Your glory. 
May all who are here feel  
Your spirit and love.

Lord this is Your temple.
We do this for Your glory. 
All things are possible  
as we grow with You.



1959

1830s
Our church has the one of the longest histories in Portage.  
Before having a building to call their own, early disciples of our  
church met with Methodist preachers in homes and schools.

1902 
First church built in Portage and was dedicated November 30.  
Located at Centre and Westnedge, it was known as the “Little  
White Church on the Corner.” The congregation continued  
to grow, and a new wing was added in the late 1940s.

1959 
A decade later, the beloved Little White Church could no longer 
accommodate the needs of the growing congregation. A new  
church was built in our current location. The first service was held  
on Christmas Eve. Subsequent remodeling projects followed, 
including our stained glass windows which depict our rich history.

1995
Portage First United Methodist Church underwent a major expansion 
and renovation. Building on relationships between physical and 
spiritual needs of families, this project included the gymnasium. 

2013 
As part of the first step of the Strategic Building Plan, the 
sanctuary was renovated to better meet the needs of worship.

Pathfinder 
Church 

today

1995

2013
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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

Pathfinder Church exists to make Kingdom disciples  
of Jesus Christ, for the transformation of the world.
So, the business of our church is to make disciples  
of Jesus who are focused on the Kingdom of God here  
on earth and to continue to transform the earth into  
His Kingdom. On December 31st, during our Wesleyan  
Covenant Renewal Service, we promised to commit  
ourselves to Christ. The words we used were:

“Give yourself to Him that you may belong to Him. 
Christ has many services to be done. Some are 
more easy and honorable, others more difficult 
and disgraceful. Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, 
others are contrary to both. In some we may please Christ and  
please ourselves. But then there are other works where we cannot 
please Christ except by denying ourselves.”
This is true discipleship! What we are asking you to do in this Capital Campaign  
is no easy task. It will cost a considerable amount of money, time, effort, and prayer.  
It already has. At times this work will be difficult, it may not suit your inclinations  
or interests. It may not always please you as an individual. But this work is being  
done for Kingdom-building purposes. We firmly believe this work will please Christ,  
as we seek to make disciples and transform this world here in our little corner of it.

Earlier this year we learned how Jeremiah was called by God to buy a field just outside 
of Jerusalem. Jeremiah was in jail. The Babylonian army had surrounded the city  
and were besieging it. Jerusalem was about to fall. The people would be sent off  
to exile. Yet, God called Jeremiah to purchase a field in the area. This is ridiculous  
in human terms. But God wanted His people to know that even though things looked 
abysmal right now, someday the fields would again be planted and harvested. 
Someday, things would get back to a measure of normalcy.

This endeavor will be difficult. But I believe God is calling us to Buy the Field,  
to Grow with God. This campaign is about sowing seeds for the future, while at  
the same time finding ways to best serve our current congregation. Will you join us?

Ever in His Service,

Brother Don

Grow with God – Buy the Field! 
By Brother Don Wolfgang, Senior Pastor
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Funding this building project will take everyone. 
Don’t assume a different age group has more spending money than you do.  
Each life stage brings its challenges (i.e. paying college loans, buying  
a house, raising kids, paying kids’ tuition, retire ment and fixed income).

At $1.2 million, this project represents  
16% of the $7.6 million insured value.
This is equivalent to a $25,000 remodel  
on a $160,000 house.

BUILDING PROJECT 

ESTIMATED 
COSTS
CHURCH BUILDING
$728,000
Main Floor: new security system, 
replace elevator mechanicals, new 
& expanded restrooms, kitchen
ette, add lounge, airconditioning, 
expand Asbury space, Connect 
Desk, office; For all areas touched: 
new ceiling, flooring, LED light 
fixtures and paint

EDUCATION WING
$352,500
Both Levels: Lockdown security 
system, air conditioning/ventilation 
system, new ceiling, flooring,  
LED light fixtures and paint

Upper Level: Barrierfree  
access ramp, new Nursery  
with live video feed monitors,  
add restroom 

Lower Level: reconfigure multi-
functional rooms plus office  
for before/after school program,  
add restroom and emergency 
egress exit

PROFESSIONAL FEES
$90,000
Architectural and engineering fees

SUPPLEMENTAL  
PROJECT COSTS
$66,500
Technology, furnishings, new 
signage, campaign advisor

COST-SAVINGS  
(“SWEAT EQUITY”)
 $35,000
Volunteer labor: to remove shelves, 
walls, ceiling tiles, etc.

$1,202,000 TOTAL  
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Major structural  
changes 
n n n  

(dark colors)

Modest or  
aesthetic 
n n n  

(light colors)



A. New airconditioned Wesley Room next to the elevator 
with capacity for 5060 people. Great for large meetings, 
anniversaries or other celebrations

B. New Nursery relocated across the weekday Preschool, a closer 
proximity to the Sanctuary; centralized check-in with lockdown 
security system

C. Enlarged, air-conditioned, & modernized Asbury gathering 
space near the new kitchenette

D. Relocated & larger kitchenette with all new appliances
E. Main floor restrooms relocated & expanded with men’s, 

women’s & family facilities
F. New lounge area near West entrance with comfortable seating 

& adjacent small meeting room
G. Pathfinder Kids (before/after school care) relocated to Lower 

Level after adding a restroom, airconditioning, improved HVAC 
& emergency egress exit door

H. Barrier-free access ramp to the new Children’s reception area 
(Upper Level Education Wing)

I. Updated walls, flooring, ceiling & lighting, comfortable lounge, 
no more lines for restrooms, & security system with centralized 
checkin & lockdown option

J. Air-conditioned Nursery with live video feed so staff/volunteers 
can follow the worship service

K. Elevator with rebuilt mechanicals & updated look

Answers:  1=B, 2=H, 3=K, 4=A, 5=C, 6=J, 7=F, 8=E, 9=D, 10=G, 11=I

1. Parents enjoy worship with peace of mind while 
young children are nurtured nearby, rather than 
having to take them down two flights of stairs

2. All kids, including those with physical limitations, 
are welcome to our children’s programming

3. No more fear of getting stuck between floors

4. Limited private space for large meetings or 
groups in a temperaturecontrolled environment

5. Crowded, dated, bottlenecked, hot/muggy, 
dark, restricted gathering space 

6. Babies are so cool! Let’s not overheat them

7. Additional space for relaxed conversations  
or small meetings with friends & visitors

8. Enter worship service before offertory because 
of shorter restroom lines

9. Mix lemonade & plate cookies without people 
underfoot in the workspace

10. 2,800 square feet of underutilized space 
because rooms are too hot or too cold —  
& no restrooms nearby

11.  Welcome to the 21st century!

Can you match the needs with the planned building upgrades?

“We must all learn to live together as brothers  
or we will all perish together as fools. We are tied  
together in the single garment of destiny…” 

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“I know your secret … ”
By Susan Stoffer, Growing with God Campaign Chair

… That’s what Marie, the Cancer 
Center receptionist, said to me one 
day just before I went for chemo. 
“What secret?” I said. Marie smiled 
and repeated, “Your joy. I saw your 
friend praying with you just now. 
You’re a believer, aren’t you? I’ve 
noticed people who trust God often 
have a more positive attitude during 
their cancer journey.” More of that 
later…

When I was a young single adult, 
I didn’t understand the connection 
between money and my relationship 
with God. I wasn’t rich, but I had a 
comfortable living, going out with 
friends and took nice vacations. I 
worked hard for the money I earn, 
so it’s my money, right? I believed I 
was a good person, I gave to church 
and was generous with people in 
need. But I just gave token amounts 
to church from my wallet. I never took 
the time to calculate my giving as a 
percentage of income. My priorities 
were off, but I didn’t know it. I wasn’t 
focusing on God first, but rather 
second.

The Treasure Principle
Then early in our marriage 

a friend gave us a short 100
page book, The Treasure 
Principle by Randy Alcorn. 
It’s based on Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 6:20 “Store up 

for yourselves treasures in Heaven.” 
Here are few of the key principles: 

God owns everything. I’m His 
money manager.… My heart always 
goes where I put God’s money.… 
God prospers me not to raise my 
standard of living, but to raise my 
standard of giving.

This book changed our world! 

Alcorn begins his book by clarifying 
it’s “not a guilt message, but rather 
a grace message.” It’s the Gospel 
message of God’s undeserved 
and unconditional love for us. By 
acknowledging that God entrusts 
me with money and possessions 
to advance His kingdom, it became 

easier to choose to return the firstfruits 
back to Him. And by God’s grace, 
my attitudes and priorities started 
changing. I still struggle every day to 
seek Him first. But when I do, I feel 
the Spirit guiding me more and my 
eyes are more open to see His many 
blessings. 

Priceless gift
As one example, I received a 

priceless gift when I was diagnosed 
with cancer. From the very moment 
the doctor told me the news, I 
experienced a physical and intense 
sense of peace flow through my body. 
That peace lasted every single day of 
my cancer journey. And worry never 
entered my mind  not once. What an 
amazing gift! And I’m now a 2-year 
cancer survivor.

As to my secret? It’s the joy and 
lifegiving freedom I experienced 
when Wayne and I began to act 
on our faith and try to trust God in 
everything, including money.

Susan (second from left) with her family,  
Jodi, Wayne and Nolan

According  
to Dave  
Ramsey,  
“The Bible  
references  
money and possessions  
more than 2,000 times ….  
more than Jesus talked  
about love, more than He  
talked about heaven and  
hell combined.” 

REPRIORITIZING  
OUR BUDGETS
Are there expenses in your 
current budget that might  
take a back seat temporarily  
to support this special 
moment in our church history? 

l Vacation closer to home

l Pause plans for a home 
remodel project

l Delay replacement of a car  
or buy a used car instead

l Contribute income-tax  
refund checks

l Donate salary increases  
and/or bonus checks  
over the next three years

l Bring a sack lunch and/or  
eat at home, instead of 
going out to eat
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How much should we give? 
We ask each person to prayerfully 
consider a financial gift over  
the next three years in addition 
to your current offering. Based 
on Biblical principles to return 
firstfruits back to God, we encour-
age you to consider a percentage 
of your income. The chart below  
is to help as you determine the 
level  of your commitment.

When should we submit  
our Commitment Cards?
March 11 Commitment Sunday. 
If you are unable to attend, please 
send your card to the office before 
March 11.

3% COMMITMENT 5% COMMITMENT 10% COMMITMENT
ANNUAL 
 INCOME WEEKLY MONTHLY YEARLY 3-YR TOTAL WEEKLY MONTHLY YEARLY 3-YR TOTAL WEEKLY MONTHLY YEARLY 3-YR TOTAL

$15,000 $9 $37 $450 $1,350 $14 $62 $750 $2,250 $29 $125 $1,500 $4,500

$25,000 $14 $62 $750 $2,250 $24 $104 $1,250 $3,750 $48 $208 $2,500 $7,500 

$35,000 $20 $87 $1,050 $3,150 $34 $146 $1,750 $5,250 $67 $292 $3,500 $10,500

$50,000 $29 $125 $1,500 $4,500 $48 $208 $2,500 $7,500 $96 $417 $5,000 $15,000

$65,000 $37 $162 $1,950 $5,850 $62 $271 $3,250 $9,750 $125 $542 $6,500 $19,500

$95,000 $55 $237 $2,850 $8,550 $91 $396 $4,750 $14,250 $183 $792 $9,500 $28,500

$150,000 $87 $375 $4,500 $13,500 $144 $625 $7,500 $22,500 $288 $1,250 $15,000 $45,000

$200,000 $115 $500 $6,000 $18,000 $192 $833 $10,000 $30,000 $385 $1,667 $20,000 $60,000
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Commitment 
Sunday
March 11, 2018 
8:45 & 10:30 a.m.

GOALS: 100% response  •  $1 million over 3 years (2018–2021)

“Jesus looked at them and said,  
‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”  — Matthew 19:26

Sampling of Bible teachings  
on money & possessions:

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 6:1924  
(Treasures in Heaven)

Mark 4:120  
(Parable of the Sower)

Luke 12:1321  
(Parable of Rich Fool)

Luke 19:1226  
(Parable of Ten Minas)

2 Corinthians 8:19 
(Generosity Encouraged)

1 Timothy 6:1721  
(Trust God, not Money)

OLD TESTAMENT

Deuteronomy 8:1719  
(Do not forget the Lord)

1 Chronicles 29:1417 
(Building the Temple)

Psalms 24:15  
(Earth is the Lord’s)

Proverbs 3:910  
(Return Firstfruits)

Proverbs 112428 
(Generous Man Will  
Prosper)

Malachi 3:812  
(Robbing God)

When are we expected to  
start submitting payments?
May 2018 to April 2021, based  
on your selections on your com
mitment card. But, early gifts are 
appreciated any time; be sure  
to mark them “Capital Campaign.”

Why is it important to 
complete a commitment 
card? Why can’t we just 
donate on a regular basis?
We need to make decisions  
based on the total financial 
commitment of our church family. 
Like a family budget, it’s difficult 
to make sound financial decisions  
if funding totals are unknown.



Yesterday’s  
NEWS
Have you missed  
any of our campaign  
newsletters? Links  
to past copies are  
available on the  
Pathfinder Church  
website at: 
pathfinderchurch.com  
(Click “Growing with God,” upper right)

CAMPAIGN TEAM
Susan Stoffer, Chair
Carol Arnett
Don Wolfgang
Jake Elzinga
Jim Sumner
Kim Cho
Kristina Rinderspacher
Leah Peters
Linda Depta
Lisa Sumner
Ron Hansen
Ron Stoll
Steve Piorkowski
Tracy Farnsworth

BUILDING TEAM
Ron Stoll, Co-Chair
Marshall Beachler, Co-Chair
Bill Ballentine
Bryan Taffee
Dan Depta
Don Wolfgang
Jake Elzinga
Ron Hansen
Steve Piorkowski
Sue Wright
Tracy Farnsworth

AMBASSADOR TEAM
Lisa Sumner, Lead
Alison Johnson
Amy Green
Chris Palmer
Darrell Roose
Dawn Kahmark
Della Williams
Denise Corradini
Fran Piorkowski
Jan Lehrke
Jill Lamp
Jim Menchinger
Kayla Abel
Larry Lamble
Laurie Dahlman
Maria Cassell
Mike McKillop
Paula Miller

PRAYER TEAM
Carol Arnett, Lead
Donna Menchinger
Fran Piorkowski
Jan Brinkert
June Bailey
Kathy Clark
Kathy Davies
Nicole Bradshaw

EVENTS TEAM
Kim Cho, Lead
Judy Carson
June Bailey
Kathy Davies
Nancy Ramsdill
Paul Stubelt
Sandy Howden

KIDS/TEEN TEAM
Kristina Rinderspacher, Lead
Dave & Nikki Elrod
Kevin Kahmark
Jim Menchinger
MT Fletter

GRATITUDE TEAM
Leah Peters, Lead
Adrianna & Hannah Fletter 
Cindy & Gordon Evey
Celeste Fase
Ellie Sheeler
Jackie Fletcher
Judy Esman

COMMUNICATIONS  
TEAM
Susan Stoffer, Lead
Charlotte Hubbard
Dawn Ramsdill
Ron Hansen
Tracy Farnsworth

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN VOLUNTEERS:

Questions? Comments?
pathfindergwg@gmail.com

Commitment Sunday
MARCH 11, 2018

GOALS: 100% response  
& $1 million over 3 years

“I can do things you cannot. You can do things  
I cannot. Together we can do great things.” 

— Mother Teresa

8740 S. Westnedge Ave., Portage, MI 49002
www.pathfinderchurch.com (269) 327-6761


