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“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety  
of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.”

PRAYER TEAM
Carol Arnett, Lead
356-2271 or caroljackarnett@aol.com
To write a Campaign prayer, plan prayer  
activities, and pray for the Project & volunteers.

EVENT TEAM
Kim Cho, Lead
377-9095 or kimberly.k.cho@wmich.edu
To coordinate informational/dialogue events  
so each member can learn about the Project. 
Consider celebration event(s).

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
TBD, Lead
To ensure church family is informed & engaged 
throughout the campaign. Develop newsletters, 
campaign brochure & publicize events.

KIDS/TEENS TEAM
Kristina Rinderspacher, Lead
598-6479 or kids@pathfinderchurch.com
To involve the next generation with the  
Campaign and teach them about stewardship.

AMBASSADOR TEAM
Erin Lehman, Lead
509-2641 or elehman4@gmail.com
To reach out to church families to answer  
questions (FAQ provided) and follow-up  
regarding pledge materials.

GRATITUDE TEAM
Leah Peters, Lead
372-2952 or leahkpeters@att.net
To write thank you notes and alternate ways  
of gratitude to all who volunteer, make a  
financial gift or provide support in any way.

ENGAGEMENT 
TEAMS

Get Engaged!
By Susan Stoffer, Campaign Chair

What an exciting time in the life of our Pathfinder Church 
family! Members voted overwhelmingly to proceed with the 
Building Project (82 affirmed, 2 opposed) during the Nov. 19 
Called Church Conference. During the next four to six months,  
there is much work to be done. 

Most importantly, we ask you to pray for this Project and 
for God’s will. Ask God to guide you personally so you can 
recognize how He wants you to add your own “piece of the 
puzzle” through your time, talents and financial support. 

We chose “Growing with God” as the Campaign theme.  
This Project offers many ways for us to grow spiritually both  
as individuals and as a church family. As the Bible tells us in  
1 Peter 4: 10-11, “God has given each of you a gift from His great 
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” 

I invite you to join one of the six Engagement 
Teams listed here. These Teams do not require a long-term 
time commitment; most of the work will happen between now 
and April. Contribute your part of the puzzle, while interacting 
with others in our inter-generational church family. Contact one 
of the Team Leads today and get engaged.



Building Plan Unveiled
By Susan Stoffer, Campaign Chair

The revised building plan  
was unveiled on Nov. 5;  
nearly half of the congre-
gation attended. To watch 

the presentation video, see church 
website (Growing with God).

Brother Don presented the new 
mission statement and strategic 
objectives, explaining how they relate 
to our building. Although original 
plans predate his arrival as Senior 
Pastor, Brother Don expressed his 
wholehearted support of this plan.

The new design addresses 
all major structural elements in a 
single comprehensive plan. Areas 
not included in this project are not 
structural, and future upgrades 
in these areas can be managed 
by the regular Trustee budget. 
This new Building Plan has many 
interdependent pieces. Some 
areas reflect very large sections 
of the puzzle, while others reflect 
much smaller pieces. Like a puzzle, 
all of the areas are interrelated 
and necessary. Importantly by 
consolidating into one plan, cost-
efficiencies are gained and the need 
for multiple fundraising every few 
years is eliminated. 

The MAIN FLOOR will be 
completely revitalized, and air 
conditioning will be added. To 
achieve more open space, the 
current restrooms and kitchenette 
will be removed. New RESTROOMS 
will be built in place of the library 
and a new KITCHENETTE will be 
built. By extending the floor near 
the coatracks/gym stairs, a new 
LOUNGE area will be created.  
The ELEVATOR will also be rebuilt.

All children’s ministries will be 
consolidated into two levels of the 
Education Wing. This will enable 
installation of centralized check-in 
and security system. The NURSERY 

n n n (dark colors) = major structural changes
n n n (light colors) = modest or aesthetic



Cookies. Lots of cookies. 
Walk into Pathfinder on 
Sunday mornings and you 
might wonder if cookies 
are an official liturgical 
snack. From youngest 
to oldest, the snacks, 
coffee and lemonade 
are an invitation to stop, 
smile and be a part of this 
church family. Hospitality 
is so important. 

But what about our 
guests? Jan and I still 
remember July 3, 2011. That very hot Sunday was our first time 
to walk through the Pathfinder doors. We remember not being 

sure where we were supposed to go. Would we be accepted 
by the strangers busily talking around us? We stood 
against the wall and waited. The room was crowded, 
hot and muggy. We stood there with nervous smiles … 

waiting. No one said hello that hot July Sunday. There  
were no cookies for us. Hospitality is so important. 
People count. The building doesn’t make the church,  

but the building is a critical tool in doing the people ministry  
of Jesus. The building makes hospitality possible. If we step 
back and take an honest look, most of us can see that our 
current space needs to do a better job of helping us welcome 
honored guests and care for our best friends. Our proposed 

building renovations can dramatically reconfigure our ability  
to better serve the hundreds of people who use our church  
every week. 

We can change a first impression of walking into space that  
is cramped and 50 years out of date into a space that is open  
and inviting. We can turn hot, muggy summer air into breathing 
cool comfort. We can turn the limitations of two restroom options 
into seven! We can transform an older, out of the way church 
nursery into a space that clearly says to every parent of a young 
child, “You and your child are our top priority!” 

Did you know our dear friend Grandma Rosie Ruble bakes 
almost 2000 cookies for us every year? Our plan will give us  
a wonderful new way to showcase her baked symbols of love  
for people. 

For some reason, Jan and I came back to Pathfinder for  
a second try in 2011. We had hardly gotten through the door 
before we heard a friendly voice calling out, “Well, I don’t think  
I’ve met you before.” Thankfully the voice of Jan Lehrke made  
the difference for us. Hospitality is so important. 

I look forward to every guest and member of Pathfinder walking 
through our front door and saying, “Wow, this place is beautiful, 
and the people here are the best!”

WELCOME, have a cookie!
By Ron Hansen, Associate Pastor

will be relocated to the UPPER LEVEL 
next to the Montessori Preschool. 
Currently underutilized, the LOWER 
LEVEL Education Wing will be modified 
to meet state childcare requirements, 
including a new restroom on this 
level. During weekdays this space can 
be used for Pathfinder Kids (before 
& after school), but for evenings & 
weekends it can be used for any age. 
Air conditioning & improved heating 
system will make this space more 
comfortable year-round.

The former Nursery in the Basement 
will be repurposed to become a larger 
WESLEY ROOM. Next to the elevator, 
a new passageway will be created 
to enable direct access from the 
KITCHEN to the GYM or the 
LOWER LEVEL Education Wing.

This plan involves nearly 
two-thirds of the total building 
square footage (excluding gym & 
sanctuary). Preliminary cost estimate 
is $75 per square feet. While that’s 
less than half the $200/SF average 
cost of new construction, it equates 
to about $1.2 million.

After we receive firm estimates  
from subcontractors and results from 
our Pledge Drive, the plan and budget 
will be refined. The final proposal will be 
presented to the congregation for a  
final Go/No-Go vote in late April.

Ron Stoll, Co-Chair 
Marshall Beachler, Co-Chair

Bill Ballentine
Dan Depta

Jake Elzinga
Tracy Farnsworth
Steve Piorkowski

Bryan Taffee
Sue Wright

Don Wolfgang, Senior Pastor
Ron Hansen, Associate Pastor
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By Jim Sumner, Finance Chair

To fund the Building Campaign, we will launch a Pledge 
Drive in early 2018. However, if you want to contribute 
to the Campaign in the current 2017 tax year, here are  
a few options:

IRA Distributions. If you are 70-1/2 or older, you can  
make a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA 
directly to Pathfinder to fulfill your annual required minimum 
distribution (RMD). Such distributions are not considered  
as income to the donor and are exempt from both state  
and federal taxes. 
Securities. By making a gift transfer of appreciated stocks 
or bonds, you may be eligible to reduce your tax liability 
by avoiding capital gains taxes. Please compete a form 
(available on our website or in the office), send a copy  
to your broker to authorize the transfer and send a  
copy to the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan  
as instructed on the form. 
Check or On-Line. Indicate “Building Campaign” on the 
memo line (checks) or on your Vanco page (electronically).

For questions, see the giving page on the Pathfinder Church 
website at www.pathfinderchurch.com/give or contact  
the office.

Q&A
Will groups still be able  
to close off the new  
Asbury Room?
The folding wall partition will  
be removed to achieve a more  
open design. After the space  
is revitalized, 
groups can use 
either the Asbury 
Room or choose 
other options. For 
groups who prefer 
a more private 
space, the new 
Wesley Community 
Room will be a great 
alternative for up  
to 50-60 people. 

What will happen 
to the Library?
Our treasured books 
will be relocated. 
The most popular books will likely 
remain somewhere on the Main 
Floor, while other books/resources 
will be moved to the Lower Level.

What equipment will be 
included in the Kitchenette?
It will feature all new appliances 
including refrigerator, separate 
ice machine, dishwasher and 
microwave.

For Building Campaign 
questions, complete 
a card at the Connect 
Desk & insert in the box.

Special Opportunities for  
YEAR-END GIVING


